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PREFACE

Part 305, Natural Rivers, of P.A. 451 of 1994 authorizes the Natural Resources
Commission to establish a system of "natural” rivers in the state and to provide for their
preservation, protection and enhancement. As a result of this charge, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources has studied the White River and its tributaries for
possible inclusion in the natural rivers system. The river system and adjacent lands
were investigated to determine: (1) aesthetic and historic values, (2) free-flowing
condition--now and prospectively, (3) water quality, (4) fish, plant and wildlife resources,
and (5) ecological values. The river ranked high in such values and will be proposed for
inclusion in the Michigan natural rivers system. A preliminary river management plan
has been prepared with the participation of concerned public officials, property owners
and citizens and will be presented to the public at hearings in the area. After public
hearings, the Natural Resources Commission may designate the river or portions of it
as either a Wilderness, Wild Scenic or Country-Scenic River.

This report is the preliminary river plan for the White River, which is tentatively proposed
as a Country-Scenic River. Briefly, the Country-Scenic River is a stream in an
agricultural setting with narrow bands of woods or pastoral borders. Farms and other
developments may be visible from the river and it may be readily accessible by road. It
may have undergone some impounding and its waters should meet established water
guality standards. The plan provides: (1) a physical description of the river, surrounding
lands and nearby structures, (2) reviews values of the river and factors affecting its
future nature and use, and (3) provides a plan for its management so as to preserve,
protect and enhance the natural qualities of the rive area.

THE STUDY AREA
A. General Description

The White River is located in Newaygo, Oceana and Muskegon counties, in west
central lower Michigan. It rises from the extensive Oxford Swamp in north central
Newaygo County and flows in a southwesterly direction into White Lake then
Lake Michigan, near the towns of Whitehall and Montague. The White River
system drains a surface area of approximately 300,000 acres and includes about
253 linear miles of streams.

This river system represents the southern most major trout stream in the Lake
Michigan drainage. Except for the areas around Hesperia and White Cloud,
much of the White River, especially the lower reaches are wild in nature, scenic,
remote and crossed by few bridges.

B. Physiography and Soils
Moraines, outwash plains and till plains are the major surface formations in the

watershed. The topography is level to gently rolling along stream borders and
slightly hilly in the uplands.



The White River originates in a large swamp area at an elevation of 980 feet
above sea level and drops to an elevation of 580 feet at White Lake.

Roselawn, Grayling and Plainfield sand, averaging 0-7 percent slope are the
most dominant upland soil types. Sandy loams with 0-3 percent slope are the
next most important. The minor classifications are loamy sands, clay loams and
peats and muck. Along the streams, Griffin sandy soils constitute the major flood
plain soil types. The central portion of the watershed around Hesperia is unique
from the rest of the drainage in having a higher proportion of clay loams. The
better soils in this area gives it a higher land capability class than the rest of the
drainage.

Of particular interest are the Winterfield soils along the White River. Detailed
soils survey maps indicates that, in general, a band of soils in the Winterfield
Series extends along much of the mainstream and its tributaries. Soils in this
series are poorly drained alluvial soils developed in sands to loamy sands. They
occur on nearly level bottomlands along streams and are subject to flooding
especially in spring. They also have seasonally high water tables. These soils
place severe limitations on residential, cottage and intensive campground
development due to high water tables, periodic flooding, severe limitations for
septic tank drain fields and the possible contamination of shallow wells.

Stream Characteristics

The streams of the White River system differ greatly in water characteristics.
The diversity in water color, turbidity, seepage, temperature and flooding can be
easily understood in a watershed located in the fringe area between cold and
warmwater stream systems.

Summary of Streams
(Linear Length in Miles)

Stream Trout Non-Trout Average Width
Mainstream 70.0 (Includes marginal trout 80 feet
and andromous)
Wright's Creek 4.0 4 feet
Martin Creek (incl. 16.0 18 feet
Heald Creek)
Mena Creek 9.0 10 feet
Delong Creek 16.0 12 feet
Robinson Creek 7.0 8 feet
First Cole Creek 1.0 8 feet
Second Cole Creek 3.0 6 feet
Rattlesnake Creek 2.0 5 feet
Flinton Creek 7.0 15 feet
Five Mile Creek 5.0 15 feet

Mullen Creek 3.0 8 feet



Stratton Creek 3.0 5 feet
Braton Creek 5.0
Cushman Creek 7.0 12 feet
Skeel Creek 5.0 8 feet
Cleveland Creek 3.0
Silver Creek 3.0
Carleton Creek 10.0 12 feet
Mud Creek 4.0
Sand Creek 7.0 10 feet
North Branch White 20.0 5.0 25 feet
Newman Creek 5.0
Knutson Creek 5.0
Robinson Creek 4.0
Cobmoosa Creek 4.0
Unnamed Tributaries 20.0

205.0 48.0

Roughly 20 lakes ranging in size from a few acres up to several hundred acres,
drain into the White River. In addition to the two impoundments on the
mainstream at White Cloud (60 acres) and Hesperia (100 acres), five smaller
impoundments (3-35 acres) on tributaries, drain into the White River. Some of
these lakes through their contribution of warmwater and undesirable competing
species have a negative influence on the White as a trout drainage.

The Surface Water Quality Division of the Department of Environmental Quality
has established intrastate water quality standards and use designations® for the
White River. lItis to be protected for recreation - total body contact (i.e.,
swimming); intolerant fish - cold water species; industrial water supply,
agricultural and commercial water supply and other uses. Where water is to be
protected for more than one use under these standards, the most restrictive
individual standard of designated water use applies. Also, if existing water
quality is superior to the designated use requirements, it must be maintained at
that level until it has been adequately demonstrated to the Michigan Water
Resources Commission that the change in quality does not or will not become
injurious to the public health, safety or welfare, or become injurious to any other
uses being made of such waters.

Studies conducted on the White River by the Department of Environmental
Quiality staff, Department of Natural Resources, indicated that the quality of the
waters within the White river basin meet or exceed all standards, as mentioned
above, established for the river.

! Use Designation Areas for Michigan Intrastate Water Quality Standards published by
Michigan Water Resources Commission, Bureau of Water Management, Department of
Natural Resources, March 19609.



The mainstream of the White from 8-Mile Road downstream to Whitehall is
approximately 70 miles in length. The river in this stretch falls six feet per mile on
the average and is comparable to that of the Pere Marquette River. According to
U.S. Geological Survey streamflow records, the average flow near the Muskegon
County line over the last 15 years has been 389 cubic feet per second. The
yearly average will vary from this figure due to variations in climate from year to
year. However, hot dry years with minimal summer precipitation do not cause
extreme low flows on the White. The surface geology of the area explains this
fact. Surface soils (mostly sands) insure that much of the total precipitation
infiltrates the soil mass and is released slowly throughout the year and maintains
stream flows during dry summers.

The mainstream gains considerable groundwater from extensive glacial deposits
between "the Pool" and White Cloud. The river in this area has a good gradient
and ample gravel bottom for trout spawning.

Most of the tributaries (Stratton, Flinton, Five Mile and Mullen Creeks) and the
mainstream above White Cloud have a mixture of bottom types composed of
sand, silt and gravel which are productive enough to produce a fair quantity of
trout food.

Between White Cloud and Hesperia, the White is a sizeable stream that flows
first through a broad elm swamp where the bottom is mostly sand and deep
holes have been gouged by countless logjams. North of Robinson Lake (Lutes
Bridge) the river again flows through glacial moraines and for several miles
downstream the current is moderate and the bottom type has an abundance of
gravel with some larger boulders. The river then slackens and the bottom type
changes to mostly sand before the river enters the impoundment at Hesperia.

Below Hesperia for eight to ten miles, the river is fairly swift and flows over a
sand and gravel bottom. This stretch of river is an important area for spawning
steelhead. Below Pine Point Campground to White Lake, the river has a
moderate current, sandy bottom, meanders considerably and has many oxbows.

The North Branch of the White is significant enough to warrant a separate
description. It rises at McClaren Lake a few miles north of Hesperia, flows west
to Ferry and then south to its junction with the mainstream. Due to the influence
of its headwater lakes, the North Branch has warmwater temperatures for the
first four or five miles. Below this area, groundwater entering the stream cools
temperatures suitable for trout. Bottom types on the North Branch in general are
sandy, but fair amounts of gravel bottom are scattered throughout its length.

Vegetation
Tag alder and dogwood form the dominant vegetative cover along the streams.

White cedar is common along the stream especially the upper portions of the
White and along many of the tributaries. Vegetative cover on lands adjacent to



the mainstream and tributaries varies from lowland hardwoods in lowland sites to
oak, northern hardwoods, aspen and pine on the higher sites. All except the pine
are second growth, uneven-aged stands resulting from natural reproduction and
selective cutting following the original logging operations. Most of the pine types
are plantations established by the U.S. Forest Service on federally owned land.

Climate

The White River watershed is in the latitude where convergence of polar and
tropical air masses create rapidly changing weather patterns. Lake Michigan,
however, modifies the climate and creates generally cooler summers and milder
winters than those experienced by other areas of the same general latitude. The
area has an average annual precipitation of about 32 inches with a fairly uniform
distribution throughout the year. Areas along the Lake Michigan shore receive
more precipitation, usually in the form of snow, than the inland portions of the
watershed. Average annual snowfall is 54 inches near Newaygo and 74 inches
at Muskegon. The average annual temperature is 46° F with the highest monthly
maximum temperature occurring in July (70° F) and the lowest monthly minimum
temperature occurring in February (22° F).

Ownership

The White River watershed contains roughly 300,000 acres of land. Of this total,
245,000 acres are in private ownership and the remainder is in federal and state
ownership. The federal acreage (roughly 54,000 acres) is all within the
boundaries of the Manistee National Forest. Ownership along the mainstream
from Eight Mile Road downstream to old U.S. 31 is estimated to be 81 percent
private and 19 percent public. Of the roughly 70 miles of stream in this stretch of
river, only 11.5 miles or 23 miles of frontage are in public ownership. The bulk of
this frontage is located below Taylor Bridge.

Accessibility

Highway access to the White River area is good with a number of state highways
connecting the area to the population areas of southern Michigan. M-20 bisects
the watershed in an east-west direction and connects U.S. 31 on the west to U.S.
131, at Big Rapids on the east. M-37 crosses the eastern portion of the
watershed at White Cloud and is the most direct route for the people travelling
from the Grand Rapids area. U.S. 31 crosses the White near Whitehall and is
the major route for recreationists coming from Indiana, lllinois and western
Michigan cities. These major highways are connected by numerous county black
top roads, however, there are large areas in the central portion of the watershed
served only by sand roads or trails.



EXISTING USES
AND
RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Land Use

The White River watershed is on the border of a farming region to the south and
a forest-resort recreation region to the north. Roughly half the watershed can be
classed as forest land and the rest farm land.

Land use is largely dependent on local soil conditions. Where soils are more
productive, as in the DeLong Creek area, farming is intensive and permanent.
There are productive dairy farms in this area with good crops of hay, corn and
wheat being major crops. Most of the drainage has poor sandy soils and the
farms are small subsistence and part-time farms with many tenant farmers and
absentee owners.

Abandonment of farms is a major trend and the abandoned land is in a very
depleted condition. Old farmland usually lies idle for a long time and is subject to
moderate or severe erosion depending on the degree of slope and exposure to
wind.

Hunting, fishing and other resort activities account for a large part of the land use
in the area. Resort cabins are abundant and are concentrated along or near
lakes and streams. A greater demand for resort property in recent years is one
of the reasons for a high proportion of privately owned land being retained in the
watershed.

Numerous developments are visible along the river in White Cloud and Hesperia.
In addition to these municipalities, there are three other areas where cottages are
concentrated along the White.

On the upper White, just below Van Buren Road, there is a plat of about 50 lots,
where roughly six cottages have been built. However, considering the whole
stretch of river from 8 Mile Road to White Cloud only 25 cabins exist.

Between White Cloud and Hesperia, the area between M-20 and Pinchtown
Bridge contains a cottage development. Roughly 15 cottages presently exist
along the river in this area. Along the entire stretch, however, there are only 25
cottages.

Another development, St. Huberts, about a mile and half downstream from Taylor
Bridge contains 41 cottages. The entire stretch of river between Taylor Bridge
and County Line Bridge has only 50 cottages, however, only two are visible from
the river below St. Huberts. Below County Line Bridge downstream to the
lowland (muck farm) areas above Whitehall, only six structures exist along the
river.



Private Recreation Areas

Private camping facilities in the vicinity of the White River are numerous. Thirty-
five campgrounds provide 1,705 campsites to the recreationist in the three
county area of the watershed. Other areas providing recreation from private
sources are: five feet fishing ponds, 29 Great Lakes charter boats, three canoe
liveries on the White River, five riding stables and two enterprises offering dune
buggy rides at Silver Lake.

Public Recreation Areas

Camping facilities in the three county area surrounding the White River
watershed are adequate. Six state parks are within easy driving distance of the
White and provide 1,240 campsites for public use. In addition, there are three
Forest Service campgrounds, five picnic areas and 45 county, township or city
parks within or near the watershed, which provide additional camping and day
use facilities for recreationists.

Other public areas of interest are the sand dunes at Silver Lake State Park, the
Muskegon State Game Area and Pentwater River State Game Area.

Fishing

Between "the Pool" and White Cloud the upper White is fine trout water, famous
for its brook trout fishing. It is still a good producer of brook trout, particularly in
the upper reaches near "the Pool", but from "the Pool" downstream, brook trout
generally give way to browns until at White Cloud only the occasional brookie is
now taken.

Good tributary streams enter in this stretch--Mullen, Five Mile and Flinton, with
Five Mile being the best. Itis a fine cold brook-brown stream that flows through a
cedar swamp for most of its length. Flinton and Five Mile creeks contribute
considerable numbers of trout to the river immediately above the impoundment at
White Cloud (White Cloud Lake) where the river becomes sandy and has few
spawning areas. White Cloud Lake harbors large numbers of suckers and other
roughfish.

The trout population between White Cloud and Hesperia is only fair, but the river
contains some outsized browns. Thus, the Middle White warrants the attention
of the "big fish" fishermen, particularly in view of the fine "caddis" hatches that
occur from mid to late June.

The inadequate natural reproduction and abundance of food in the Middle White
presents an opportunity for improvement through brown trout plantings. Stocking
of brown trout fingerlings dramatically improved fishing in 1974. Some attention
could also be given to the chestnut lamprey and roughfish problem. The stream
is very well suited for fly fishing, particularly in the area around Aetna.



Several tributaries enter the Middle White, but by far the best is Martin Creek.
The Martin is a fine brook-brown stream in its own right and is a favorite among
some fly fishermen even though it is quite brushy. It has a good Drake and
"caddis" hatch during June. The Martin produces not only good numbers of
browns and brooks, but fish of excellent average size. Mena Creek is the only
other tributary that supports significant trout fishing in this stretch. It is a good
brook-brown trout stream, but is smaller and not of the quality of the Martin.
They both join the White between Aetna and Hesperia.

The lower White is a good-sized river, most famous now for its fine fall and spring
steelhead fishing. However, until about 1950 the river near Whitehall was known
more for its fine spring fishing for white bass which ran the river in droves at
spawning time. These were sizeable fish, too; often running 2-3 pounds and up
to 17-18 inches long. Some smallmouth bass and northern pike are also taken.
For about 15 miles below Hesperia, the White flows rapidly over good gravel
bottom. The stream here contains a few lunker brown trout and could produce
improved trout fishing through trout stocking and possibly chemical reclamation.

The first tributary of note to enter below Hesperia is Braton Creek, a fair brook
trout stream of small size that usually has a slightly milky discoloration. Further
down the sizeable (though short), Cushman Creek enters. The Cushman
contains a good trout population consisting of brooks, browns and rainbows (from
steelhead natural reproduction which is significant in this stream). Sizeable
brook trout (to 17 inches) and brown trout (to 5-8 pounds) are present in this
stream. Skeels Creek is another fair brook trout stream similar to Braton Creek.

Due to the influence of its headwater lakes (warming temperatures and
warmwater fish), the North Branch is not good trout water for its first four or five
miles. Just north of Hightower Lake, enough groundwater enters to cool the
North Branch to trouts liking. Browns and a few brooks are found in this area.
From this point until it joins the lower White, the North Branch is a good brown
trout stream that also produces a fair number of brooks. Sizeable browns (16-22
inches) are not uncommon. It is a popular steelhead stream, spring and fall, in
the area below Arthur Road. It also offers good fly fishing during the June Drake
hatches.

Several small, but excellent cold tributaries enter the North Branch--Robinson
Creek, Cobmosa Creek, Newman Creek and Knudsen Creek--all of which
contain brooks and browns of respectable size.

Downstream from the mouth of the North Branch the tributaries of the White are
notable in that they are sizeable streams that contain almost 100 percent brook
trout. These are Carlton, Sand, Silver and Cleveland creeks. Carlton is the
largest and best, with Silver and Sand ranking above Cleveland. Small
impoundments on Sand, Silver and Cleveland inundate some good water, but
produce good trout fishing themselves when roughfish are kept in check.



Wildlife Observation and Hunting

The White River drains a comparatively small watershed adjacent to the Lake
Michigan shore and extending generally eastward across Oceana and Newaygo
counties. The southern tip of the watershed extends a short distance in
Muskegon County.

The eastern portion of the watershed is largely timbered with excellent habitat
and good populations of forest game species, such as deer, ruffed grouse,
snowshoe hare, wild turkeys, squirrels and a large variety of nongame species.

The western portion of the watershed is primarily rolling orchard country with
numerous small areas or pockets of wild habitat. Wildlife habitat in this area is
more restricted and populations are not as large as in the eastern part of the
watershed. Game species consist of the same ones found in the eastern part of
the watershed, except for wild turkeys which do not occur in the western part of
the watershed. In addition to the species mentioned above, there are limited
populations of pheasants and cottontail rabbits.

The White River watershed is not an important waterfowl area, except for White
Lake, which is heavily used by migrating waterfowl, especially ducks. There is
some production of dabbling ducks on most of the natural waters of the
watershed and some atrtificial ponds.

Fur species common to the watershed include muskrats, mink, raccoon, foxes,
beaver and a limited number of otter.

Canoeing and Boating

Although the river above White Cloud can be canoed, it generally is not
considered canoeing water. Below White Cloud, downstream to Lutes Bridge,
the river channel is crossed by fallen elm and numerous logjams, which make
canoeing difficult. The best stretch of river for canoeing is from Hesperia
downstream to White Lake, especially the area below Pine Point Campground
which is practically undeveloped. A moderate current with relatively few logjams
makes this an enjoyable stretch to canoe. This lower portion of the river is large
enough to handle small outboards and these craft are used to some extent by
fishermen or people exploring the river. Canoes are available for rent at liveries
located in White Cloud, Hesperia and on Fruitvale Road at the Oceana,
Muskegon county line.

Historic and Archaeological Sites

Although Muskegon, Newaygo and Oceana counties are rich in history, sites of
historic or archaeological interest along the White River have not been
authenticated. Records in the State Archaeological Site File indicates an Indian
village existed west of the White River in Denver Township, Newaygo County. If
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systematic archaeological surveys were undertaken, Indian campsites may be
uncovered along the river.

PRELIMINARY NATURAL RIVER PLAN
Proposed Designation

The White River system represents the southernmost major trout stream in the
Lake Michigan drainage. Except for areas around Hesperia and White Cloud,
much of the river, especially the middle and lower reaches, are scenic, crossed
by few bridges, wild in nature and intrusions by man are few. Development of
recreation homes and homesites on the White River have increased in recent
years, however, there are still many miles of stream in a natural state with scenic
and other recreational values worth preserving. Because of this concern, the
White River Planning Group was formed in February 1974, to draft a plan to
regulate future development and use for the protection of the natural character of
the White River.

It is recommended that the following portions of the White River system be
classified and managed as a country scenic river under Part 305, Natural Rivers,
of P.A. 451 of 1994: (Approximate mileage mainstream - 70 - tributaries - 93)

Approximate

Stream Mileage Section for Inclusion
Mainstream of the 70 From 8-Mile Road, NW corner of Section
White River 28, T15N, R12W in Newaygo County

downstream to US-31, Muskegon County
excluding the following: from the north city
limit of White Cloud down to old M-20
west of city, from the east city limit of
Hesperia down to west city limit and those
portions within the city limits of Whitehall
and Montague.

Mullen Creek 3 From 6-Mile Road downstream to White
River.

Five Mile Creek 5 From Pine Ave. downstream to White
River.

Flinton Creek 4 From Pine Ave. downstream to Catalpa
Ave.

Wrights Creek 2 From Comstock Road downstream to

White River.



Mena Creek

Martin Creek

East Branch

Heald Creek

Braton Creek

Cushman Creek

Skeels Creek

North Branch

River

Robinson

Cobmoosa Creek

Newman Creek

Knutson Creek

Sand Creek

Carlton Creek

Mud Creek

Carleton (Lanford) Creek

Silver Creek

20

|
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From Minnie Lake Dam downstream to
White River.

From Warner Ave. in Section 2, T14N,
R14W, downstream to White River.

From Crowsell Road downstream to
White River.

From Wilkie Road downstream to White
River.

From 192" Ave. downstream to White
River.

From 192" Ave., (Holton Duck Lake
Road) downstream to White River.

From 176" Ave. downstream to White
White River.

From Woodrow Road downstream to
North Branch.

From Filmore Road downstream to North
Branch.

From 132" Ave. downstream to north
Branch.

From Garfield Road downstream to North
Branch.

From outlet of Dressler Lake downstream
to White River.

From Arthur Road downstream to White
River.

From outlet of Heitman Lake downstream
to Carlton Creek.

From Walsh Road downstream to
White River.

From Silver Creek Road downstream to
White River.
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Cleveland Creek 1 From Russell Road downstream to White
River.

TOTAL 163
Natural River District

The White River Natural River District is an area on each side of and parallel to
the designated river and its designated tributaries. The District merely
establishes a definable area within which local zoning may regulate future
development and use. Establishment of this District on private land in no way
implies a "taking" of these lands by the state or opening them up to public use.
Private lands remain private and are subject to the rights of private ownership
with respect to public use. Existing structures and uses will not be subject to the
regulations which follow.

Water Quality

The existing high water quality will be maintained according to the quality
standards and use designation established by the Water Resources
Commission. The river will be monitored periodically by the Department of
Environmental Quality to ensure continued maintenance of high water quality
(Part 31 of PA 451).

Land Development

1. Building Setbacks: New residential buildings shall be limited to single
family dwellings. Setbacks from the river's edge for new structures and
appurtenance are as follows:

a) On the designated portions of the mainstream from 8-Mile Road,
NW corner of Section 28, T15N, R12W, Newaygo County
downstream to Lutes Bridge (Baldwin Road) T14N, R13W,
Newaygo County and from Podunk Bridge between Sections 9 and
10, T13N, R15W, Oceana County downstream to U.S. 31 in
Muskegon County, the setback is 150 feet, except that for every
foot of bank height above a minimum of seven feet above normal
river flow, the new structures can be placed five feet closer to the
river, to a minimum of 100 feet. Further, new structures must be
setback at least 50 feet from the top of the bluff on the cutting
edges of the river and tributaries.

b) On the designated portion of the mainstream from Lutes Bridge
(Baldwin Road) downstream to Podunk Bridge and on all
designated tributaries the setback is 100 feet, except that for every
foot of bank height above a minimum of seven feet above normal
river flow, the new structures can be placed five feet closer to the
river, to a minimum of 75 feet. Further, new structures must be
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setback at least 50 feet from the top of the bluff on the cutting
edges of the river and tributaries.

Subdivisions: Unplatted lots and new subdivisions in the natural river area
shall accommodate the building setbacks set forth in the plan and have a
minimum lot width of 200 feet. Where, by reason of the narrowness,
shallowness, or shape of a lot or property, at the time of the effective date
of these regulations, the lot or property cannot accommodate a building
because of the required building setback or lot width, variances shall be
allowed by the appropriate local board only if such reasonable terms as
may be set forth in the zoning ordinance or rule are met. All such
variances shall make provisions that such structures shall be so placed as
to best meet the spirit and objectives of the Natural Rivers Act.

Building Design and Screening:

a) Property owners are encouraged to use natural materials and
unobtrusive colors in the construction of new or maintenance of old
buildings.

b) Property owners of existing buildings, visible from the river, are
encouraged to screen them with native vegetation. The
Department of Natural Resources Area Forester will advise on
planting stock on request.

Industrial and Commercial Structures and Uses:

a) Industrial uses and buildings will not be permitted within 400 feet of
the designated river and tributaries.

b) Commercial uses and buildings; such as gas stations, motels,
restaurants, retail stores, mobile home parks, etc. will not be
permitted within 400 feet of the designated river and tributaries.
However, a number of commercial uses requiring special exception
permits may be compatible with maintaining the natural aspects of
the river.

1) Commercial crop farms or forest plantations that are
landward of the native vegetation strip (50 feet).

2) Campgrounds that are constructed, maintained and
operated in accordance with State Health Department
regulations (Act 17, P.A. 1970). Includes tent, travel trailer,
camper and motor home uses, buildings, cement pads,
hookups, etc., in conformance with established setbacks.

3) Sales and/or rental of non-motorized boats or canoes.

4) Small home operated business such as photography studio,
beauty shop, home repair, insurance or other business
which do not alter the residential nature of the property and
are in conformance with established setbacks.
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5) Small rental cabins with light housekeeping, but not motels,
which are in conformance with setback requirements.

Septic Tank Systems: Septic tanks and absorption fields shall be located
at least 100 feet from the river's edge and the bottom of the absorption
field be at least four feet above the high water table. No septic tank or
absorption field shall be closer than 50 feet to any subsurface drainage
system emptying into the White River or designated tributaries.

Land Fills: Cutting, filling for building, including appurtenances, on the
flood plain and filling for buildings on the upland within 300 feet of the
river's edge where the highest ground water table is within six feet of the
surface shall be prohibited. Dredging or filling for the construction of fish
or wildlife ponds within 500 feet of the river requires a permit under Part
301 of P.A. 451 of 1994. However, no pond shall be constructed within
the natural vegetation strip (50 feet form the river).

Stream Alteration: To protect the natural character of the river and the
natural flow of its waters, no damming, dredging, filling or channelization
of the steam channel will be permitted in those portions of the White river
or tributaries designated under the Natural Rivers Act unless approved by
the Department of Natural Resources under authority of Part 301 of P.A.
451 of 1994.

New in-channel stream improvements for fish habitat, bank stabilization or
other resource management practices which might alter the natural
character of the stream, must be approved by the Natural Resources
Commission. Any private plans for these types of projects requires a
permit under Part 301 of P.A. 451 of 1994. Natural materials should be
used to construct stream bank stabilization projects to control erosion.
They should be camouflaged and the local Conservation Office or District
Fish Biologist contacted to provide technical advice for such projects.
Permission shall be obtained from the property owner when removing
fallen trees and log jams from the river. If there is any extensive removal
of log material from the bottom, during these operations, advice should be
sough from the District Fish Biologist.

Water withdrawal for irrigation will be permitted in accordance with the
riparian doctrine of reasonable use.

Utilities: New gas or oil pipelines, or electric transmission lines generally
shall not be permitted in the Natural River District or to cross the
designated river and tributaries except on existing rights-of-way without
prior written consent of the Natural Resources Commission. Plans for
these transmission lines which include crossing the river district or river
and designated tributaries must be approved by the Natural Resources
Commission Section 30514 of Part 305 of P.A. 451 of 1994. New
distribution lines generally shall not cross the housing setback zones
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unless they are placed underground or if overhead lines are less
disruptive to the environment. Plans for distribution lines which are to be
placed under the river shall be approved by the Department of Natural
Resources and all construction shall meet the requirements under the
Sedimentation Control Act and Inland Lakes and Streams Act. Local
service lines to private dwellings shall originate from the landward side of
the dwelling in so far as practical.

Utilities should be required to obtain permission from the property owner
to chemically treat vegetation in the right-of-way on utility easements that
have only provision for cutting and trimming.

Signs: Only those signs necessary for (a) identification, (b) direction, (c)
resource information, and (d) regulation of use, should be placed along
public use areas of the designated river and tributaries. The Department
of Natural Resources should post signs at access sites and on state and
county road bridges emphasizing respect for private property rights and
penalties for littering and trespassing. Signs for the sale of products or
services shall be prohibited in the natural river area except a business can
advertise on lands on which that business is established or operates.
Signs and outdoor advertising devices must be (1) related to permitted
uses, (2) not more than one square foot in area for residential uses and
not more than four square feet in area for any other uses, (3) not
illuminated by any neon or flashing device, and (4) not attached to any
tree or shrub.

Docks: Docks may be constructed not to exceed four feet in width nor
more than 20 feet in length with no more than four feet of the dock
extending over the water. Docks must be constructed in accordance to
the rules of Part 301 of P.A. 451 of 1994. The use of "natural” materials
and camouflaging should be encouraged.

Disposal of Solid Wastes: No trash, refuse, junk cars, junk appliances,
garbage, sawdust or other unsightly or offensive material shall be dumped
or stored within sight of the river except as incidental to forestry or farm
operations.

Land Use

1.

Natural Vegetation Strip: A natural vegetation strip will be maintained in
trees, shrubs or other vegetation on each side of the river to help stabilize
the river banks, provide shading which helps maintain cool water
temperatures, absorb nutrients from surface water runoff and provides
screening for permanent or seasonal dwellings. The zoning administrator
shall notify each applicant for building permit of the permit of the purpose
of the natural vegetation strip and of the provisions of this section.
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a) Public Land: On public owned lands, a 100 foot or more restricted
cutting strip will apply on each side of the mainstream and
designated tributaries.

b) Private Land: On private frontage, a restricted cutting belt 50 feet
wide, will be maintained on the mainstream and on designated
tributaries Section 30509 of Part 305 of P.A. 451 of 1994. Trees
and shrubs may be pruned for a view of the river upon approval by
the local zoning administrator or the area forester, but clear cutting
in the natural vegetation strip is not allowed. The natural vegetation
strip is also subject to the following provisions:

1) Dead, diseased, unsafe or fallen trees and noxious plants
and shrubs may be removed.

2) Selective removal or trimming of trees for commercial timber
harvest, landscaping or public utility facilities shall be
allowed upon approval of the area forester or zoning
administrator.

3) Mowing of lawns will be allowed to within 10 feet of the
river's edge.

Grazing: Grazing will be permitted within the restricted cutting belts
unless the Department of Environmental Quality determines that grazing
contributes to stream degradation. In those cases, live stock will be
fenced out to protect the river banks, except that cattle crossings and
watering areas will be permitted if constructed so as not to cause damage
to the stream.

Plowing: Plowing will be prohibited within 50 feet (natural vegetation strip)
of the riverbank unless the land is currently in cultivation.

Minerals: New development, exploration or production of gas, oil, salt
brine, sand and gravel or other materials, except ground water are not
permitted within 300 feet of the designated river or tributaries on private
land Section 30509 of Part 305. Natural Resources Commission policy
prohibits drilling for gas or oil within 1/4 mile of streams on state land.

Litter: In view of the special status of the White River, its unique character
and beauty and in consideration of the rights of private property owners to
avoid trespass by others, the enforcement of anti-litter laws be
strengthened and liveries will be asked to voluntarily institute river clean-
up bees and special incentive programs for clean-up.

Commercial Horseback Riding: No horse trails will be permitted in the
natural vegetation strip.

River or River Related Activities

1.

Boating and Canoeing:
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Non-motorized boating and canoeing is permitted.

Use of motorized watercraft will be permitted downstream from
County Line Bridge, at Oceana-Muskegon county line, unless
posted against such use, provided the watercraft are operated at
slow no wake speeds.

Rafting of more than two vessels not permitted.
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Campgrounds and Picnic Areas:

a) No structures incidental to a campground or picnic area shall be
permitted within 100 feet of the designated mainstream and
tributaries.

b) On public lands, no new campground shall be permitted within 300
feet of the designated mainstream and tributaries.

Fishing and Hunting

a) Fishing, hunting and trapping will be permitted in the natural river
area in accord with Michigan game and fish laws. Firearm use
shall be in accordance with state laws and rules pertaining to the
use of firearms.

b) Emphasis will be given to maintaining a high-quality fishery and a
quality fishing experience. Management practices such as stream
improvement, bank stabilization, stocking and removal of rough fish
may be employed to meet these objectives. It is recommended that
the Fisheries Division establish a high priority in their planning
efforts and management programs to ensure the maintenance and
enhancement of a high quality fishery on the White River system.

C) Wildlife management practices if undertaken in the natural river
area will be done in conformance with the character of the area.

Use of Firearms: It is not the intent of this plan to place additional
limitations on hunting, but because of the river's unique character,
numerous horseshoe bends and oxbows and the possibility of property
damage or injury, the strict enforcement of state laws pertaining to the
safe use of firearms on the river and on public roads and bridges in the
Natural River District will be strengthened and encouraged through the
cooperative efforts of property owners, liveries and law enforcement
officials.

G. Access and Motorized Travel

1.

Public Access: New public roads, highways and river crossin